
About the Consultant 
The MidWest’s only chicken consultant, Jennifer Murtoff of Home to Roost 

LLC provides compassionate, homespun consulting and emergency care for 
backyard chickens in the Chicagoland area. A farmer’s granddaughter, 
Jennifer’s passion for fowl developed as she acquired a number of kinds of 
birds in south central Pennsylvania. Her flock included chickens, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, quail, peafowl, pigeons, and golden pheasants. 

She offers information and resources on chicken care from chick to adult, 
and, while not a veterinarian, she provides emergency advice and 
troubleshooting, as well as avian veterinary referrals. Jennifer leads classes on 
backyard chickens; conducts presentations for garden groups, schools, and 
other interested parties; and assists families with their own flocks.  

About the Classes 
Reasons to Keep Chickens 
Many people in urban and suburban areas are flocking to chicken raising. Why is 
this trend catching on? One of the main reasons is eggs. In this 1-hr class, learn 
about the other reasons behind this part of the urban agriculture movement.  
 
Chicken-Keeping Class 
This 2- to 3-hr class is designed for folks who are considering getting chickens, as 
well as for those who already have their own birds. Learn best practices for 
raising chicks, caring for adult birds, and keeping your neighbors happy!  
 
Chicken Coop Basics 
This 2-hr class addresses what you need to know about building a safe and comfortable home for your hens. You'll learn 
the basic needs of backyard birds. Find out the essential components of a coop, things to avoid when choosing 
construction materials, important construction tips, and see different coop styles.  
  
Chicken Health Class 
What are some health issues chickens face, and how can you treat them? Better yet, how can you keep your flock 
healthy? This 3-hr class addresses chicken physiology, disease prevention and transmission, as well as chicken first aid.  
 
Chicken Winter Care 
Most breeds of chickens are tolerant of cold weather, and this class will teach you how to help your hens through a cold 
winter. This 2-hr class addresses the coop, the run, freezing water, feed, and the birds themselves.  
 
Chicken Summer Care 
Many people worry about their birds getting through the winter. However, heat and humidity can also be rough for a 
chicken. How do chickens cool themselves naturally? Do you know the signs of heat stroke? What can you do to help an 
overheated bird? Take this 1-hr class to find out how to care for your hens during the dog days of summer. 
 

Contact 
You can reach Jennifer at 708-356-6168, 708-259-6877, or j.murtoff@sbcglobal.net.  
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