
About the Consultant  
Jennifer Murtoff of Home to Roost LLC provides compassionate, homespun 
consulting and emergency care for backyard chickens in the Chicagoland area.  
A farmer’s granddaughter, Jennifer’s passion for fowl developed as she acquired a number of kinds of birds in south 
central Pennsylvania. Her flock included chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, quail, peafowl, pigeons, and golden pheasants. 

She offers information and resources on chicken care from chick to adult, and, while not a veterinarian, she provides 
emergency advice and troubleshooting, as well as avian veterinary referrals. Jennifer leads workshops on backyard 
chickens, gives presentations, and assists families with their own flocks.  

Her clients include Heartland Housing, the Cook County Sheriff’s Department, Sunrise 
Lake Outdoor Education Center, and the Oscar Mayer Magnet School. She has taught 
classes for Angelic Organics Learning Center, Chicago Botanic Garden, Garfield Park 
Conservatory, and Oak Park Conservatory and speaks at urban agriculture events. 

About the Classes 
Basic Backyard Chicken Keeping (2 hrs) 
This class is designed for curious folks who are considering getting chickens, as well as for those who already have their 
own birds. Learn how to find local laws, choose and raise chicks, and care for adult birds. 
 
Chicken Coop Basics (2 hrs) 
This class addresses minimal requirements for building a safe and comfortable home for your hens. You'll learn the basic 
housing needs of backyard birds. Find out the essential components of a coop, construction materials to choose and 
avoid, and important construction tips, and see different coop styles. (Basic chicken-keeping class is a prerequisite.) 
 
Chicken Health Class (2-3 hrs) 
What are the common health issues chickens face, and how can you treat them? Better yet, how can you keep your 
flock healthy? This class addresses chicken physiology, disease prevention and transmission, as well as chicken first aid. 
(Basic chicken-keeping class is a prerequisite.)  
 
Snow Birds: Winter Care for Chickens (1-2 hrs) 
While most breeds of chickens are tolerant of cold weather, this class will provide information on how to help your hens 
through the winter. This class addresses the coop, the run, freezing water, feed, and the birds themselves. (Basic 
chicken-keeping class is a prerequisite.) 
 
Chickens in Summer (1 hr) 
Heat and humidity can be challenging for cold-hardy chicken breeds. How do chickens cool themselves naturally? Do you 
know the signs of heat stroke? What can you do to help an overheated bird? Find out how to care for your hens during 
the dog days of summer. (Basic chicken-keeping class is a prerequisite.)  
 
Bird Brains: Flock Psychology (30–45 min) 
How do chickens think? They view the world differently from predatory mammals. Find out more about what goes on 
inside a chicken's head and how it can help you understand your birds. 
 
Quail: An Overview (30–45 min) 
Learn the basics of raising Japanese quail. These small birds are delightful and easy to care for! Find out more about the 
birds, their diet, and how to house them. 
 

Contact Information: Jennifer Murtoff, Consultant, 708-259-6877 or hometoroostLLC@gmail.com 

 


